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SUBJECT: NATO REGIONAL EXPERTS MEETINGS 

REE: A) STATE 157997 NOTAL B) USNATO 3962; C) USNATO 3821 
D) USNATO 3820 

1. AT POLADS ON JULY 23, DELEGATIONS EXCHANGED PRELIMINARY 
VIEWS ON PROPOSED AUTUMN SCHEDULE FOR REGIONAL EXPERTS 
MEETINGS (REE C). US REP SUGGESTED THAT POLADS DISCUSS 
ADVISABILITY OE SEEKING REVISED MANDATE WHICH WOULD ENABLE 
POLITICAL COMMITTEE, IN CLOSE COOPERATION WITH THE WORK OF 
NATO REGIONAL EXPERTS, TO DEVELOP INTO THE PRIMARY NATO FORUM 
FOR ROUTINE CONSULTATION ON AREAS OUTSIDE THE TREATY'S 
COVERAGE (REES A AND B). 

2. AT POLADS ON JULY 30, POLADS AGREED TO THE PROPOSED 
AUTUMN SCHEDULE FOR REGIONAL EXPERTS MEETINGS (REF C) WITHOUT 
AMENDMENT. THE COMMITTEE ALSO HELD PRELIMINARY DISCUSSION OF 
THE REPORT BY THE CHAIRMAN OF THE REGIONAL EXPERTS GROUPS WHICH 
GAVE HIS ASSESSMENT OF THE WORK OE THE EXPERTS UNDER THE NEW 
PROCEDURES ADOPTED FOR THE SPRING 1974 CYCLE OE MEETINGS 

(REE D). 

3. DELEGATIONS GENERALLY AGREED TO CONTINUE THE RECENT 
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MERGER OF THE EXPERTS GROUPS ON THE MIDDLE EAST AND 
MAGHREB. DELEGATIONS WERE DIVIDED ON WHETHER TO CONTINUE 
THE SPRING EXPERIEMENT OF REDUCING DELIERATIONS OF EXPERTS 
ON THE EAR EAST AND LATIN AMERICA TO THREE DAYS. EXPERIMENT 
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OF HAVING FIRST DRAFT REPORT OF EXPERTS GROUPS PREPARED IN 
ADVANCE BY THE CHAIRMAN, WHILE SUPPORTED BY A NUMBER OF 
DELEGATIONS, WAS STRONGLY OPPOSED IN INTERVENTION BY ASYG 
FOR POLITICAL AFFAIRS AS BEYOND THE CAPACITY OF INTERNATIONAL 
STATE RESOURCES AND WILL PROBABLY BE DROPPED. 

4. AS PREDICTED, THERE WAS SHARP DIFFERENCE OF OPINION AND 
CONSIDERABLE DISCUSSION ON WHETHER THE WORK OF THE MIDDLE 
EAST EXPERTS SHOULD BE COMBINED WITH THAT OE THE AD HOC GROUP 
ON THE MEDITERRANEAN. OUTCOME WILL PROBABLY BE CONTINUED 
SEPARATION OF THESE TWO GROUPS BUT MORE CAREFULLY DELINEATED 
MANDATES EOR THEIR WORK. 

5. ON AUGUST 6, POLADS WILL CONTINUE DISCUSSION OE FORMAT 

AND DURATION OF REGIONAL EXPERTS MEETINGS, RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN 
MIDDLE EAST EXPERTS AND AD HOC MEDITERRANEAN GROUP STUDIES, 
OTHER PROCEDURAL ASPECTS RAISED IN REF D, AND THE US PROPOSAL 
MENTIONED IN PARA I. 

6. MISSION WOULD WELCOME DEPARTMENT COMMENTS BUT NO FURTHER 
GUIDANCE IS REQUIRED. GOODBY 

CONFIDENTIAL 

« END OF DOCUMENT » 
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